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CITIES OF THE FUTURE!

Denis Schéfer is one of the most amazing collagetiats | have come across in a long time. He was bomn
1973 in Langen near Frankfurt / Main and has livedin Berlin since 1996. After his museology studietge
turned to teaching himself the photography and thalesign of paper collages, which he in a traditional
manner — produces with motifs from newspapers, maganes and other print media — with scissors, glue
and paper.

His works leads the viewer into urban spaces thatlbr the border between reality and fiction, and ther
the origins are not to be located temporally and gegraphically.

KALTBLUT: Why did you opt for collages? What got you interested in them?

Denis: A coincidence. For years | have been collectingspaper and magazine illustrations that fascinaeénm
a special way in a big box. The illustrations anéeydifferent: A Majority are pictures of buildisgand
architecture but there are also people, mounti&ngdscapes, birds, skies, cars and machinery. Wivent

from Berlin to Munich in 2006, | noticed the boxdahbegan to put the illustrations together in @gis. My first
collages were created in 2006 on cold, dark buy @dater nights in Munich. Since then it has became
passion to work with paper and glue. Important ®isthat the parts of completely different sourfited®gether
and can be put into a relationship in a collagee friore parts match together in perspective, prigpoand
color, the more interesting is the work. Sometimhéskes a long time, till a collage is completedut and paste
with scissors and glue. Each clipping is normalgsent only once and each collage is unique. sdbintext, |
offer no prints of my collages. | find the charaaed structure of the individual papercollageapy or print
gets lost. | only use clippings from newspapersgazaes and sometimes my own photography.

KALTBLUT: How do you think collages are different to other forms of art?

Denis: A clear advantage over the painting: The motivesadready present. | have not to think about the
individual motives. The pictures are available amgst be placed in a new order.



KALTBLUT: What sort of images inspire you? How do you know “this is an image | want to use!”?

Denis: This is a difficult question, because usually Vén¢he idea first and then I follow to translatentb a
collage. | have a photographic memory and | knovy veell, which clippings are in my collection. Ircguickly
determine if a cutout fits to another. That's dlyegood beginning! If one part is missing to comig the
collage, | have to be patient. Sometimes theréss@ne extraordinary image that becomes the begjrof a
collage. It is different.

KALTBLUT: | see a lot of city scapes. Why city scaps? What's your favourite city you have been to?

Denis: | like architecture and city development. To cee@ities, Places and Landscapes in my collagesthié
MEGAURBANPOLIS-series let me get in touch with thisterial. There are so many extraordinary and
awesome buildings and architecture in the worldldite to bring them together and create urbarcepdhat
blur the border between reality and fiction. lalso a question, how today cities in their architexare
different from each other? | also want to exammeniy work current topics, such as urban-garderong,
gentrification and city tourism.

| think about: how will the quality of life in theity be? Where will citizens live in famous citiesEurope in the
future? In one old musealized and touristic dowmt@win homes on the edges of metropolitan aredsibot
really have a favorite city, but i think, Berlinasdynamic, beautiful cultural city, where the depenent is not
yet complete and a good place to be.

Interview by Amanda M. Jansson



